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I .  D E S C R I P C I Ó N   

 
The purpose of this course is to explore the cultures, societies and history of Latin American 
countries. The richness and diversity of the continent will be reviewed in a series of topics 
connected to culture, politics, religions and society, among others. The class approach is a 
comparative and contrastive study of different aspects that characterize the region with a 
focus on cultural, intercultural and linguistic features.  
 
From the pre Columbian to the most contemporary times, we will go through relevant 
aspects to understand the present condition of the region. The main objective is that 
through this class students improve their intercultural competence, have a better 
understanding of the issues that affect Latin America and use critical thinking and the 
knowledge acquired in class to analyze them. 
 
Likewise, we will study the concepts of hegemony, subalternity, decolonization, 
paternalism, populism, power and the origins of the current institutional matrix. At the 
same time, we will review the relationship among the elements mentioned above and the 
archetype of Latin American identity, masculine and feminine identity and their connection 
with the political, ideological, economic, and anthropological theories that coexist in the 
continent.  
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I I .  P R O P Ó S I T O S  D E  A P R E N D I Z A J E   
 

Course Objectives 

 

1. Improve the student's intercultural awareness and competence. 

2. Identify the different aspects that constitute the unity and diversity of the continent. 

3. Focus on the reasons that account for the cultural differences in the region. 

4. Identify the aspects that explain the economic conditions of the region. 

5. Identify the political features that are necessary to understand the past and present 

conditions of the continent.  

6. Analyze different cases using the conceptual background and terminology learned 

in the course. 

 

I I I .  C O N T E N I D O S  
 

Week 1 Course introduction, syllabus and calendar presentation 

Unit 1: A Dream Called Latin America 

Week 2  Unit 1: A Dream Called Latin America 

Week 3  Unit 1: A Dream Called Latin America 

Week 4 Unit 1: A Dream Called Latin America 

Week 5 Unit 1: A Dream Called Latin America 

Week 6 Unit 2: The Time Machine 

  TAKE HOME TEST 1 

Week 7 Unit 2: The Time Machine 

Week 8 Unit 2: The Time Machine 

Week 9 Unit 2: The Time Machine 

Week 10:  Unit 2: The Time Machine  

Week 11: Unit 3: Gender in Latin America 

Week 12:  Unit 3: Gender in Latin America 

TAKE HOME TEST 2 

Week 13: Unit 3: Gender in Latin America 

Week 14:  Unit 4: Gender in Latin America 

  PODCAST 
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I V .  M E T O D O L O G Í A  

 

The sessions are designed to promote dialogue on issues addressed in the texts and provide 
additional information. Classes are designed for classroom-based or online environments. 

Class discussions are designed to encourage students to express opinions, observations, 
share experiences, and ask questions. Students should use this time to clarify their 
understanding of concepts encountered in course materials. 

 
V .  E V A L U A C I Ó N  D E  A P R E N D I Z A J E S  
 

Actividad 

evaluativa 

Breve descripción Modalidad Ponderación 

Take home 

test 1 

Evaluation of the contents studied during the first part of 

the course based on the articles and authors studied. 
Take-home 25% 

Take home 

test 2 

Evaluation of the contents studied during the second part 

of the course based on the articles and authors studied. 
Take-home 25% 

Podcast 

The final project is a podcast that sudents do in groups 

about any topic connected to Latin American cultures and 

interculturality. The point is to analyze the topic using the 

authors and concepts learned during the semester. 

Take-home 20% 

Attendance 

and 

participation 

 

 30% 
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V I .  R E C U R S O S  P E D A G Ó G I C O S  
 
Obligatory: 
 

1. Antón, Danilo. (1998). “Latin America: Five Centuries of Globalization.” Available on 
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1124&context
=macintl. Retrieved on November the 3rd, 2017. (DA) 

2. Bethell, Leslie. (2010). “Brazil and ‘Latin America’”. Available on  
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Bethell_Article.pdf. Retrieved on 
October the 29th,  2017. (LB) 

3. Bilbao, Francisco. (sf). El Evangelio Americano. Available on 
http://www.saavedrafajardo.org/archivos/elevangelioamericanodef2.pdf. 
Retrieved on November the 1st,  2017. (FB) 

4. Cord, Louise et al. (2013). “Prosperity and Poverty in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.” Available on 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21751/SharedPro
sperityOverview.pdf?sequence=8. Retrieved on November the 4th, 2017. (LC) 

5. De la Cadena, Marisol. (nd). “Reconstructing Race: Racism, Culture and Mestizaje in 
Latin America”. Available on https://nacla.org/article/reconstructing-race-racism-
culture-and-mestizaje-latin-america. Retrieved October the 28th, 2017.(nacla.org) 

6. De la Cruz Macho, Francisco Javier. (2011). “El proceso de Independencia de América 
Latina”. Available on http://clio.rediris.es/n37/oposiciones2/tema52.pdf. Retrieved 
on May the 20th, 2020.  

7. De Sousa Santos, Boaventura. (2010). Descolonizar el Saber, Reinventar el Poder. 
Available on https://www.movimientom4.org/wp-content/docs/descolonizar-el-
saber-reinventar-el-poder_de-sousa.pdf. Retrieved on November the 4th, 2019. 

8. Deiros, Pablo. (1997). Protestantismo en América Latina. Available on 
http://fuentedegracia.org/recursos/protestantismo-americalatina.pdf. Retrieved 
November the 4th, 2017. (PD) 

9. Dussel, Enrique. (1981). A History of the Church in Latin America: colonialism to 
liberation (1492-1979). Available on 
http://biblioteca.clacso.edu.ar/clacso/otros/20120223111419/historia.pdf. 
Retrieved on November the 4th, 2019.  

10. Espinosa, Aurelio. (1918). “The Term Latin America.” Available on 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/331596.pdf. Retrieved on November the 3rd, 
2017. (AE) 

11. Funes, Patricia. “América Latina. Los Nombres del Nuevo Mundo”. Available on 
http://www.bnm.me.gov.ar/giga1/documentos/EL002323.pdf. Retrieved on March 
the 20th, 2020. 

12. Galeano, Eduardo. (1997). Open Veins of Latin America. Available on 
https://ia800708.us.archive.org/25/items/fp_Open_Veins_of_Latin_America/Open
_Veins_of_Latin_America.pdf. Retrieved on October the 28th, 2017. (EG) @ 
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13. Galeano, Eduardo. (sf). Venas Abiertas de América Latina. Available on 
http://ww2.educarchile.cl/UserFiles/P0001/File/articles-101858_Archivo.pdf. 
Retrieved on October the 28th, 2017. (EG) 

14. García Canclini, Néstor. (1984). Cultura y organización popular. Gramsci con 
Bourdieu. Available on 
http://cuadernospoliticos.unam.mx/cuadernos/contenido/CP.39/CP.39.7.N%C3%A
9stor%20Garc%C3%ADa%20Canclini.pdf. Retrieved November the 4th, 2019. 

15. Gill, Anthony. (2008). The Political Origins of Religious Liberty. Available on 
http://cnqzu.com/library/To%20Organize/Books/Gill%20-
%20The%20Political%20Origins%20of%20Religious%20Liberty.pdf. Retrieved on 
October the 28th, 2017. (AG) 

16. Gobat, Michael. (2013). “The Invention of Latin America.” Available on 
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/118/5/1345/17516/The-Invention-of-Latin-
America-A-Transnational. Retrieved on October the 29th, 2017. (MGo) 

17. Grebe, María Ester. (1998). Culturas Indígenas de Chile: Un Estudio Preliminar. 
Pehuén. (MEG) 

18. Hofstede, Geert. (2011). Dimensionalizing Cultures: The Hofstede Model in Context. 
Available on 
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=orpc. 
Retrieved on November the 5th, 2019.  

19. Holloway, Thomas H. (2008). “Latin America: What’s in a Name?” Available on 
http://www.academia.edu/202121/Latin_America_Whats_in_a_Name. Retrieved 
on November the 3rd, 2017. (TH) 

20. Hooker, Juliet. (2005). “Indigenous Inclusion/Black Exclusion: Race, Ethnicity and 
Multicultural Citizenship in Latin America.” Available on 
http://www.politicaindigena.org/documentos/hooker-indigenous-inclusion.pdf. 
Retrieved on November the 3rd, 2017. (JH) 

21. Jaramillo, Ana. (sf). Atlas Histórico de América Latina y el Caribe. Aportes para la 
Descolonización Pedagógica y Cultural. Available on 
http://atlaslatinoamericano.unla.edu.ar/assets/pdf/tomo1.pdf. Retrieved on 
March the 20th, 2020. (AJ) 

22. Larraín, Jorge. (2007). Identidad latinoamericana. Crítica del discurso esencialista 
católico. Available on https://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/articulo?codigo=2281842. 
Retrieved on November the 4th, 2019. 

23. Larraín, Jorge. (2010). Identidad Chilena y el Bicentenario. Available on 
https://www.cepchile.cl/cep/site/docs/20160304/20160304095416/rev120_jlarrai
n.pdf. Retrieved on November the 4th, 2019. 

24. Lynch, John. (2001). “San Martin: Argentine Patriot, American Liberator.” Available 
on http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/253/1/Lynch.pdf. Retrieved on November the 5th, 
2017. (JL) 

25. Mendoza, Plinio Apuleyo; Montaner, Carlos Alberto and Vargas Llosa, Álvaro. (1996). 
Manual del Perfecto Idiota  Latinoamericano. Available on 
https://politikadigital.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/manual-del-perfecto-idiota-
latinoamericano.pdf. Retrieved on November the 1st, 2017. (PM) 
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26. Montecino, Sonia. (--). Símbolo Mariano y Constitución de la Identidad Femenina en 
Chile. Available on 
https://www.cepchile.cl/cep/site/artic/20160303/asocfile/20160303184955/rev39
_montecino.pdf. Retrieved on November the 4th, 2019. 

27. Montecino, Sonia. (1997). Palabra Dicha. Escritos sobre Género, Identidades, 
Mestizajes. Available on http://www.uchile.cl/documentos/palabra-dicha-escritos-
sobre-genero-identidades-mestizajes-pdf-9839kb_56703_8.pdf. Retrieved on 
November the 4th, 2019.  

28. Morandé, Pedro. (1980). Ritual y Palabra. Aproximación a la religiosidad popular 
latinoamericana. Available on https://www.ieschile.cl/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/IES-Ritual-y-palabra.pdf. Retrieved on November the 
4th, de 2019.  

29. Neuliep, J. W.  (2009)  Intercultural Communication:  A Contextual Approach (4th 
ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. (JN) 

30. Olstein, Diego. (2017). Latin America in Global History: An Historiographic Overview. 
Available on http://www.scielo.br/pdf/eh/v30n60/0103-2186-eh-30-60-0253.pdf. 
Retrieved on November the 5th, 2017. (DO) 

31. Parker, Cristián. (1993). Otra Lógica en América Latina. Religión Popular y 
Modernización Capitalista. Available on 
http://www.memoriachilena.gob.cl/602/w3-article-60771.html. Retrieved on 
November the 4th, 2019.  

32. Parker, Cristián. (2012). Religión, Política y Cultura en América Latina. Available on 
https://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/bitstream/handle/10535/9699/LIBRO%20religi%C
3%B3n%20pol%C3%ADtica%20y%20cultura.pdf?. Retrieved on November the 4th, 
2019. 

33. Pilcher, Jeffrey. (1998). “The Conquest of Wheat: Culinary Encounters in the Colonial 
Period” in ¡Qué Vivan los Tamales! Available on 
http://inside.sfuhs.org/dept/history/Mexicoreader/Chapter2/conquestsofwheat.p
df. Retrieved on November the 5th, 2017. (JP) 

34. Rojas Mix, Miguel. (nd). “América, no invoco tu nombre en vano. La Idea de la 
América Latina. De Neruda a la geopolítica contemporánea”. Available on 
http://www.casa.co.cu/publicaciones/revistacasa/253/hechosideas.pdf. Retrieved 
on October the 29th, 2017. (MRM) 

35. Salzano, Francisco and Sans, Mónica. (2014). “Interethnic admixture and the 
evolution of Latin American populations.” Available on 
http://www.scielo.br/pdf/gmb/v37n1s1/v37n1s1a03.pdf. Retrieved on November 
the 5th, 2017. (FS) 

36. Wade, Peter. (nd). “Race in Latin America”. A Companion to Latin American History. 
Available on http://www.iheal.univ-paris3.fr/sites/www.iheal.univ-
paris3.fr/files/A-Wade-Race.in_.LatAm_.pdf. Retrieved on October the 28th, 2017. 
(PW) 


