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PRESENTACIÓN:
Over the past 50 years, environmental issues have taken an increasingly prominent place on the local, national and international
agendas. The human community has become painfully aware that our environmental resources are limited, and under severe stress. The consequences of
environmental degradation have important ethical implications, such as the fair distribution of limited resources as well as of sacrifices, risks and costs;
human rights and the rights of other species; intergenerational justice; responsible stewardship; solidarity; among others. However, in spite of the evident
urgency of these issues, human communities have had trouble taking timely action, or even to agree on the terms of the situation.
This course seeks to help students gain insight into the complexity of environmental issues by approaching the environment as an essentially sociocultural construct, a negotiated and communicated interpretation of inhabited space. This approach does not deny the relevance of scientific knowledge of
the environment as material reality, but it highlights the importance— especially in an environmental education course called “Society & the Environment”—
of confronting diverse meanings, priorities and sources of knowledge. In this course, students will assume their role as social actors and “first-hand knowers”
of their environment, and will share what they have learned about it in their accumulated life experience, while at the same time considering knowledge and
meanings generated by a variety of other subjects. Emphasis will be given to students' responsibility for communicating environmental knowledge and
convictions in a variety of media and formats, as one of their duties as responsible citizens. Some theoretical tools will be provided to help the students
navigate critically and ethically among many competing visions of the environment, as they reflect on the new meanings they construct and try to discern the
best way to act in their environment, both as an individual/ professional and as a society. Students will also work on a semester-long project designed to give
them first-hand experience of an environmental problem and/or solution.
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PROPÓSITO GENERAL:
Students will understand the complexity and urgency of environmental issues, as well as their inherent conflictive nature, in an interdisciplinary and intersubjective approach, in order to construct a stance for responding both individually and collectively to these issues, with priority given to the most vulnerable
people and communities.

PROPÓSITOS ESPECÍFICOS:

After taking this course, students will be able to:
• Understand environmental issues as inherently complex and conflictive, and approach them in an interdisciplinary and inter-subjective way.
• Recognize their own position in environmental issues as citizens, social actors, and future professionals, with an awareness of what these roles
entail.
• Apply certain principles of environmental ethics (fairness to present and future generations; sustainability; protection of the most vulnerable,
including non-human species; cooperation) in order to take a well-grounded stance and undertake individual and/or collective actions to deal with
important environmental issues.

LANGUAGE AND ACADEMIC STANDARDS
The study materials for this course will be primarily in English. Classroom activities will be conducted in English. This is not a language course, and
students’ mastery of English will not be explicitly evaluated; however, they should know enough English to handle academic work at a university level,
especially in terms of reading and listening comprehension, the ability to participate in oral discussions and formal oral presentations, and university-caliber
writing, in which they are expected to meet academic standards regarding organization, presentation, sentence structure, punctuation, originality and explicit
acknowledgment of outside sources. Students must have finished and approved the 6th level of English in order to be accepted in the class.
The Canvas page will be used extensively, so students must have access to it. They are also responsible for keeping track of their grades by consulting
them on Canvas.
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SITUACIONES DE APRENDIZAJE:
Week
number

Date
Work in class
17th ‘s

1

August

week

WELCOME TO THE COURSE

2

August 24th‘s week

BASIC CONCEPTS ON SUSTAINABILITY AND THE PLANETARY STATE

3

August 31st‘s week

ENERGY

4

September 7th‘s week

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES PT 1

5

September 14th‘s week

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES PT 2

6

September 21st‘s week

THE TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT

7

September 28th‘s week

LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND GROUP CAMPAIGN

8

October 5th‘s week

WATER

9

October 12th‘s week

DEBATE

10

October 19th‘s week

WASTE

11

October 26th‘s week

GREEN CAMPUS

12

November 2nd‘s week

FOOD AND SUSTAINABILITY

13

November 9th‘s week

CONSCIOUS CONSUMPTION

14

November 16th ‘s week

15

November 23rd ‘s week

GREEN DIRECTORY
NGO’S PRESENTATIONS
PERSONAL MANIFESTOS PRESENTATION PT1

16

November 30th ‘s week

PERSONAL MANIFESTOS PRESENTATION PT2

Important note: even though in this semester the last official day of activities at ITESO is December 7th, this course is asynchronous, which means there are
no holiday weeks, thus, we comply with the 16 weeks of effective sessions by November the 30th.
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EVALUACIÓN GLOBAL, CALIFICACIÓN Y ACTIVIDAD DE CIERRE
Evaluation criteria
Participation in class (PC)
Minor assignments (MA)
Team expositions (TE)
Documentaries reports or quizzes (DRQ)
Campaign (C)
Personal manifesto (PM)

10%
30%
17%
22%
8%
13%

POLÍTICAS UNIVERSITARIAS
The following ITESO norms apply to this course:
• Students must comply with at least 80% of the class activities in order to pass the course.
• Students are expected to do four hours of work to earn the credits.
• Assignment must be turned in before the deadline posted on the Canvas page.
• Plagiarism will be punished according to the general dispositions of the Departamento de Formación Humana (DFH).
• The minimum passing grade is 60 out of 100 points. A grade of 59 is not enough to pass.
• Grades will round up only from 6 and higher. E.g. 96 is 10 while 95 is 9 except under 59.
• This course is considered an asignatura cursativa, which means there is no extraordinary exam.
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